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ZOOM MEETING HELD ON 13th JANUARY 2021 AT 7:30PM 

CHAPTER 15  - “Culture - Is your Culture Fit for Mission?”  – Sue Douet 

CHAPTER 16 – “Culture - Growing Your Key Cultures” – Pauline McKenna 

 

 Contributions 
Group 1: 

• They discussed and asked the question of how are we going to get new 

people to join us in worshiping and knowing Jesus! 

• We call our Church a Missionary Church an outreach to those that do not 

know Jesus ... but how are we seen to be inviting people to attend what we 

have to offer? 

• What sort of Congregation will we have after lockdown? 

• They did not want to put too many different things for people to participate 

in. But we live in hope: The Alpha Course which was taking shape. 

• Word of mouth and prayer and personal invitation for people to share their 

talents and feel part of a Congregation were what we were about. 

• We were reminded of the saying: “Don’t use people to raise your Church 

rather use your Church to raise up people” and pray that the Spirit will bring 

people to His harvest through us!. 

 

Group 2: 

• One found these chapters quite complicated. 

• They liked the idea of low control and high accountability. 

• Its quite a new culture for our Community for Lay People to be so involved, 

we need to pray to be an evangelistic community. 

• We need to be open to creating this culture. 

• They talked about a healing group that gathered weekly, their leader, Damian 

Staine, spoke of how surprised we would be to discover how many people 
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outside of the Church were interested in spirituality. This is encouraging- 

people are interested. 

• Another discussion with work colleagues, when they said about faith “just 

because it is written down doesn’t make it true”.  If we experience God’s love 

and have a personal relationship with Jesus we can show by example, and 

spread the Good News. 

• How do we get our own people interested and involved in evangelising? 

o Fr Julio in his homilies have already been relating the Gospel to our vision, 

thought the other priests are not doing this yet. 

o The reminders and messages need to be subtle and repeated rather than 

forceful. 

o Alpha will be a good start. Hopefully our people will experience a newness 

in their faith. We discussed the role of Alpha. 

o Women play an important role- they are good at making people feel part 

of a “family”. 

• They discussed women priests in other Churches and whether it would likely 

happen in the Catholic Church. 

• The centre of our worship is the Eucharist. 

• Worship songs can help feel into the presence of God. 

• Some Lay People and Priests have a special gift for music ministry. The praise 

and worship music is a very important tool to use in a community, it is often 

well done by young people. And, for example, Pentecostal groups who get 

very involved in it. 

 

Group 3: 

• Discussion about barriers to recruitment for support among members of the 

Community: 

o who might think negatively about people who put themselves forward for 

responsibility and involvement; and  

o members of the Community who accept willingly that there are others 

who take responsibility but would not consider that they could be part of 

that group. 
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• The importance of authentic worship, in service to the Lord, doing the best 

we can do to mature in our faith beyond the limited rituals of our earlier lives 

• Adopting evangelisation and discipleship as a way of living, not a project or 

task to be fulfilled then put to one side. 

• Discussion about the power of the Alpha Course for evangelisation, even just 

its announcement has caused a stir and interest, as has the video recorded by 

Anthony and Kitty by way of its introduction. 

• Connect Groups and their place in planning how to be a more invitational 

church. The simple schematic in Chapter 16 demonstrates clearly their value 

and how in time having even a few people involved in groups like this could 

start to provide fertile ground for recruiting further support for Ministry 

o The use of Alpha as tool for people outside of the Church but also for 

members of the Church, rather than separate tools. Keep it simple, do 

fewer things well, rather than spreading efforts too thinly; 

o The love of and need for the Holy Spirit on all that we do. If blessed by His 

gifts, our efforts will bear fruit. 
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NEXT MEETING 

 

27th January 

7:30 p.m. 
“Beyond the Parish” 

 

Chapter 17:  “Culture - The Power of Measurement” 

– pp. 255-271 

Harvey Martin 

Chapter 18:   “Culture - The Power of Measurement”  

– pp. 275 -296 

Charles Pinsent 

Chair Person: Pauline McKenna 

Secretary:      Alice De Lima 


